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In December 2019, the 
International Monetary 
Fund published an 
article titled “2019 in 
Review: The Global 
Economy Explained 
in 5 Charts.” The 
article painted a 
mostly discouraging 
picture – slowdowns 
in economic growth, 
falling durable goods 
spending, declines in 
international trade and 
industrial production, and attempts by central banks to 
stimulate their economies. The only bright spot showed 
improved consumer confidence globally and reductions 
in unemployment.
But what to make of such information? Analysts have 
been predicting a recession in the U.S. for some time 
now. Were those predictions unfounded, or was the 
Federal Reserve able to stave off a recession with 
interest rate cuts? Or did salvation come in the form of 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act instead? Is the slowdown in 
international trade due, in part, to protectionist policies 
or is that timing coincidental? How can economic 
growth be weak when unemployment is so low and the 
housing market is strong?
The point is, managing a business and understanding 
the economy are complicated endeavors. No single 
person knows everything and has all the answers. And 
that’s where we, at the Seidman Business Review, come 
in. From handling global workforce teams to addressing 
sexual harassment; from evaluating the market for 
STEM jobs to improving employee financial wellness; 
– our team of experts in this edition helps analyze and 
break down problems and information for you.
As always, my hope is that you will find these articles 
interesting, informative, and useful. That is, after all, 
why we do what we do. I encourage you also to review 
the list of Seidman Faculty Experts provided on the last 
page and to contact those whose expertise may be of 
value to you; we’re here to help. 
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